SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an email to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


SILENT KEY NOTIFICATIONS 
THE SARL 80 M QSO PARTY ON 1 OCTOBER 


and 


THE RESULTS OF THE FIFTH SARL WEDNESDAY 80 M CLUB SPRINT 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
SILENT KEY NOTIFICATIONS 


The News Team is aware of two WhatsApp messages about radio amateurs 
passing away. Please post the information to the News In-box on the League 
website, so that the SARL Database can be updated and the names be men- 
tioned in SARL News and Radio ZS. 


THE SARL 80 M QSO PARTY ON 1 OCTOBER 


The second leg of the SARL 80 m QSO Party is on the air from 17:00 to 20:00 
UTC on Thursday 1 October 2020. It is a phone only contest, the exchange is 
a RS report and your name and call sign. You earn 10 points per QSO and 15 
points for a QSO with a station outside South Africa. Send your log sheet in 
MS Excel format ONLY to louis.zs5lp@gmail.com by Thursday 8 October 2020. 
All the information is on page 30 of the 2020 SARL Blue Book. 


THE OCTOBER 2020 RADIO ZS 


The October 2020 issue of Radio ZS will be available for download on Wednesday 
30 September. In this issue you can find out more about the new class of licence 


which comes into effect on 1 October. Marius, ZS1ML tells us about the DX 
Commander antenna and also explains “what is contesting.” Ean, ZS1PR tells us 
more about the SMILE satellite and we show you how to make a 2 metre antenna 
from a satellite dish. Then there are eight articles about trapped antennas and 
we look at Wireless in The Second Anglo Boer War and Identifying and Locating 
Radio Frequency Interference. And more... 


A BUSY WEEKEND TO START OCTOBER 


The second leg of the Antique Wireless Association Valve QSO Party takes 
place on 3 and 4 October. The AM Valve QSO Party runs from 13:00 to 17:00 
UTC Saturday 3 October and the SSB Valve QSO Party from 13:00 to 17:00 
UTC Sunday 4 October with activity on 40 and 80 metres. The exchange is a 
RS report, your call sign, a consecutive serial number starting at 001 and the 
type of radio used. Send your log to andyzs6ady@vodamail.co.za by Monday 19 
October 2020. The rules are on page 21 of the 2020 Blue Book. 


The Fox Mike Hotel Portable Operating Challenge is an 8-hour contiguous win- 
dow within the 48-hours — chosen by the contestant to suit the appropriate 
region in the world where the entrant resides. Operation is between 00:00 UTC 
on Saturday 3 October and 23:59 UTC on Sunday 4 October with CW, phone 
and digital modes on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. 


There are two classes of participation - Portable “P” and QTHer “Q.” The 
exchange is the station-class (Q or P), unique serial-number and 4-character 
Maidenhead grid square. (Call signs, frequency, date, time (in UTC) and power 
in use must also be recorded). Get all the information on https://foxmikehotel. 
com/challenge/ 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


"FOGHORN” IS BACK ON THE BANDS, IARU MONITORING SERVICE 
REPORTS 


The Chinese ”Foghorn” over-the-horizon radar (OTH-R) is once again showing 
up in the logs of the International Amateur Radio Union Monitoring Service 
(IARUMS) in IARU Region 1. While the reports reflect what is being heard by 
stations primarily in Europe, the same interference can and does affect other 
parts of the world, often depending upon the time of day. Named by former 
IARUMS Region 1 Coordinator Wolf Hadel, DK20M, because of its sound, the 
Foghorn was first reported in 2017 operating in the amateur bands. The signal 
is frequency modulation on pulse (FMOP) with 66.66 sweeps-per-second bursts. 


”In August, we found significantly more OTH radars from the Far East, espe- 
cially the system known as ’Foghorn,’” said IARUMS Region 1 Coordinator 
Peter Jost, HB9CET, noting that the Foghorn facilities generate a signal with a 
bandwidth of 10 kHz. ”But also, the notorious Russian ’Contayner’ radar still 
contaminates our bands, especially on 20 metres, daily.” 


The Foghorn was being heard on 40 metres, in the vicinity of 7 113 — 7 123 


kHz and 7 165 — 7 175 kHz. Other OTH-R signals tracked to, or believed to 
be in China, are showing up elsewhere on the band with equally broad signals. 
Chinese OTH-R signals were also monitored at various places on 20 metres. 


Russian ”Contayner” OTH-R signals were spotted on several 20 metre frequen- 
cies in August. An idling signal on 14 221 kHz is believed to be coming from 
Kazakhstan, showing up every evening. A Foghorn OTH-R has been appearing 
in the 14 338 — 14 348 kHz range. 


THE RESULTS OF THE FIFTH SARL WEDNESDAY 80 M CLUB SPRINT 


Fifty-one logs were received for the 5" leg of the Wednesday 80 metre Sprint, 
showing 1 096 QSOs made in the one-hour activity (or 18,2 QSOs a minute!) 


1t the West Rand ARC — 918 points (16 logs) 

2"¢ the Boland ARC - 900 points (16 logs) 

3'¢ the Bo-Karoo ARC — 580 points (6 logs) 

4th the Hibiscus ARC — 204 points (5 logs) 

And the individual scores 

1st Nico, ZS4N — 124 points 

2nd Sybrand, ZS1SJ — 116 points 

3™¢ Johan, ZS1A and Dennis, ZS95SARL — 114 points 
5*. Romeo, ZS6ARQ — 110 points 

The full set of results have been published in HF Happenings 918. 
CLUB NEWS 


The Magalies ARC held their AGM on 19 September. The following members 
were elected to the committee: 


Chairman: Thys Maree, ZS6MJM 
Vice-Chairman: Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE 
Secretary: Corlie Smit, ZS6CHS 

Treasurer: Pieter Myburgh, ZS6PAM 

Media Editor: Peter Spickett, ZS6SP 

Social Coordinator: Kleingert Horn, ZS6HRN 
Bulletin Coordinator: Richard Peer, ZS6UK 


Assistant Bulletin Coordinators: Jasper Malan, ZS6JMA and Johan du Plessis, 
ZS6PSS 


Technical: Leon van der Linde, ZS6AYS 


Competition coordinator: Helgard Honiball, ZS6HON 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain at 
low levels. There are currently no sunspot regions visible. If you want to do your 
own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week 
will be around one. With the recent equinox the 15 to 40 m bands will, especially 
around sunrise and sunset, provide some good DX fun. 10 metres may also have 
some surprises in store. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for 
further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today until midnight UTC — the CQ WW RTTY Contest 

1 October — the SARL 80 m QSO Party 

3 October — AWA AM Valve QSO Party 

4 October — AWA SSB Valve QSO Party and the RSGB DX contest 
3 and 4 October - the FMH Portable Operations Challenge 

10 October — the Spring QRP Contest 

11 to 16 October — the IARU Region 1 Virtual General Conference 
17 October — CQ Hou Koers 

17 and 18 October — JOTA 

24 and 25 October — the CQ WW DX SSB contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The News Team is aware of two WhatsApp messages about radio amateurs 
passing away. Please post the information to the News In-box on the League 
website, so that the SARL Database can be updated and the names be men- 
tioned in SARL News and Radio ZS. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 


following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by courtesy of 
Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday 
evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


